
 

Heart of Calvary 
Demonstrating God’s love to people, helping them to be healed from their hurts & set free 
from bondage, so they can be equipped and trained for ministry to bless generations! 
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“May I never boast except in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through which the world has 

been crucified to me, and I to 

the world” (Galatians 6:14). 

Our small group has been studying the feasts of 
the Bible. There are seven Old Testament feasts, 
but the first three feasts have particular 
significance in foreshadowing the death, burial, 
and resurrection of our Lord. 

The first feast of spring is the Passover, 
celebrating how God spared the lives of the 
firstborn sons of the Israelites from death because 
of the shed blood of a spotless lamb being applied 
to the doorposts of their homes.  This feast is 
steeped in rich tradition and it is truly a blessing to 
participate in a Passover Seder meal. 

Passover is immediately followed by the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread in remembrance of how quickly 
the Hebrews had to leave Egypt.  They left in such 
haste that there was no time for baking leavened 
bread.  Also, leaven symbolizes sin and evil.  
Leavened bread, though more pleasing to the 
senses, molds and rots quickly, while unleavened 
bread can be stored almost indefinitely. 

The third feast is the Feast of First Fruits, where 
the first portion of the first crop of the year was to 
be presented to the Lord.  This feast falls every 
year exactly on the anniversary of the Israelites’ 
rescue through the waters of the Red Sea. They 
entered the waters as slaves and came out as 
freed men and women. 

In hindsight, as Christians, it is clear that these 
festivals were signposts pointing to Jesus.  At the 
very hour Passover lambs were being sacrificed all 

over Jerusalem, Jesus was dying as our sacrificial 
lamb, atoning for our sins once and for all.  His 
body was in the tomb on the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, but having no sin (leaven), His body did not 
decay or rot.  On the Feast of First Fruits, Jesus 
was raised from the dead, the First of a great 
harvest of all who belong to Him.   

I have often wondered why the church no longer 
celebrates these feasts, so rich in meaning and 
symbolism.   In one of my readings for Lent, I 
came across an explanation.  All of these feasts 
served two purposes, to remind the Israelites of 
how God had redeemed them from bondage and 
to point to the Messiah.  Once Jesus perfectly 
fulfilled them, they were no longer needed 
(Colossians 2:16-17).  16 So don’t let anyone 
condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not 
celebrating certain holy days or new moon 
ceremonies or Sabbaths. 17 For these rules are only 
shadows of the reality yet to come. And Christ 
himself is that reality.   

As a discipleship tool, the early church began 
marking the days by a different calendar, based on 
the life and ministry of Jesus (Advent to 
Ascension) and the life and ministry of His church 
(Pentecost to Ordinary Time).  Thus Lent was 
instituted as a time of repentance preparing us for 
Holy Week, when we celebrate Christ’s triumphal 
entry on Palm Sunday, His last supper on Maundy 
Thursday, His death on Good Friday, and His  
glorious resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

How the Old Testament Feasts Point to Jesus By Becky Curtis 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Gal%206.14


 

The ‘Much More’ of My Heavenly Father 

I love the writings of Oswald Chambers!  I’m often tempted to think he is too smart and his 
ideas too deep for me, but then I smile in amazement as the Holy Spirit opens the eyes of my 

understanding, and I see exactly what God is saying to me through his words. 

While reading the January 26th entry in his devotional book, MY UTMOST FOR HIS  HIGHEST, 

these words slipped quietly into my mind’s pondering place. 

“Every time we have gone back in spiritual communion, it has been because we have        
impertinently known better than Jesus Christ.  We have allowed the cares of the world to come 

in and have forgotten the ‘much more’ of our heavenly Father.”  (Matthew 6:30) 

Wow! When I don’t believe the words my Father says to me in the Bible, I am impertinently 
(flippantly) saying I know more than Jesus. How arrogant!  Never before had I pictured  myself 

as standing before Almighty God and insolently saying, “You’re wrong on this one, Father.  In 
this particular case, I know more than You and am better equipped to handle the situation. So 
step aside...please.  I’ve got this one covered.” But that is exactly what I am doing!  No matter 

how I rearrange those words nor how sweetly I speak them, they are spiritually proud, brash, 

and insolent.   

As this truth (of my actual spiritual position when I doubt God) slams into my heart, I am 

undone. The head bows.  The tears fall.  The heart breaks.  

      Oh, Lord, forgive me.  Help me to trust You...in everything...and always. 

I know I have faith because the word says, “God has dealt to every man (and woman) the 
measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3)  But unbelief hammers at me from every direction as I face 

unexpected and unwanted circumstances in my life. 

Lord, help me to recognize that when I stand in my pools of unbelief and doubt watching the 
waters slowly rise about me, I am, as Oswald Chambers puts it, allowing the cares of the world 

to make me forget the ‘much more’ of my heavenly Father.  (Matt. 6:30) 

God, I want to keep my eyes on You and Your ‘much more.’  My cry to You echoes that of the 

father wanting to believe for his son’s healing in Mark 9:24: 

    “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” 

A light suddenly dawns in my spirit as I remember my special word God has led me to claim, 

declare, and ponder this new year...   

You will keep ‘her’ in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You because she trusts in You.  

           (Isaiah 26:3) 

            Thank You, Father. I believe pondering and putting into practice                                       

       my 2016 word will help me experience much more of Your ‘much more.’ 

           

            Blessings, Peggy 

peggy’s ponderings 



 

No matter what I do, I can't seem to consistently do 
what Jesus would do.  Often this will send me into a 
pretty deep depression and feeling a need to make 
excuses to the Lord.  I frequently have trouble at work 
when another employee loses it and yells at me.  I wish 
I could respond more the way that Jesus would, but if 
someone I don't know yells or curses at me, I am usually 
able to not respond in anger. 

Then yesterday came and all I did was walk up to the 
check-out at the pharmacy.  I did not know the lady that 
waited on me, but she was obviously in a bad mood.  I won't give you the gory details, but I ended up saying, “You 
are a really bad sales clerk," and left. 

Once again I starting going into a deep depression.  I was so upset with myself, I spent all day eating every comfort 
food I could find.  I was so angry at myself I did not even feel worthy to talk to the Lord. 
The next morning I started praying and at one point decided to just sit and see if God wanted to say something to 
me.   It took a few minutes - hard to shut that mind off.  Then I heard “You’re not perfect yet".  It just came in my 
head out of the blue.  Okay, so is this God talking to me?  As often I find to be the case, God will confirm His word 
to me, Praise God! 

I started reading my daily devotional: 

How can we always keep a clear conscience?  There are two parts to it. Do the right thing. But when you don't, 
immediately repent, knowing that you are ‘the apple of [Gods] eye.’  In Christ astonishingly, God does indeed see us 
as perfect (Philippians 3:9-10).  So whether you are falsely accused or fallen and recovered, you can walk with your 
head up.1 

So this is our answer.  No matter what, we can always come to the throne of God and ask for forgiveness and start 
the race again with our head held high.  We really don't have time to fall into a depression.  We need to pull 
ourselves up and continue God’s work. 

For I am confident of this very thing that He that began a good work in you/(me) will perfect it to the day of Christ 
Jesus.  Philippians 1: 6 

1Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and 
the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12: 1&2 

We Are Perfect in God’s Sight   
By Karla Bensinger 

 Scripture Memory 
 

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  Mark 10:45 

http://biblehub.com/hebrews/12-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/hebrews/12-2.htm
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CALVARY TEMPLE CHURCH -  
Terre Haute 

Note If you have anything you want to share in the 
newsletter, let me know at 
beckycurtis2116@gmail.com or 812-870-0254. 

PASSION  IN  THE  PARK     March 24—27       Fairbanks Park 

March 2oth Palm Sunday 

March 24th Maundy Thursday 

March 25th Good Friday 

March 27th Easter  


