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Advent is a word often heard during 
the weeks leading up to the Christmas 
season, but as many churches do not 
actually celebrate Advent, a great 
number of people do not understand 
its meaning or its place in church 
history.  To millions, Advent is about 
wreaths, candles, and calendars.  While 
these three elements are a way to mark 
the Advent season and have become an 
essential part of the celebration of this 
tradition, maybe even overshadowing 
the four weeks of Advent itself, there is 
a great deal more to Advent than this. 

Advent is a Latin word meaning “the 
coming.”  Officially established by 
church leaders in the sixth century, 
Advent was originally meant to be a 
time when Christians reflected on the 
meaning of Christmas and when new 
believers spiritually prepared 
themselves for baptism.  Beginning on 
the Sunday nearest November 30th and 
running until Christmas Eve, Advent 
was essentially four weeks set aside to 
contemplate what the coming of Jesus 
meant not only to the world but to 
every individual’s soul.  Today, 
fourteen hundred years after the first 
Advent season, many families use the 
symbols of Advent – wreaths, candles, 
and calendars – to bring the spiritual 
meaning of Christmas alive in a way 
that teaches minds, touches hearts, and 
reflects the original purpose of the 
tradition. 

To the early Christians, three different 
meanings were to be found in the days 
of Advent, or the days of the coming.  
The first was the coming of the Son of 
God to earth in human form as the 
babe in the manger.  The second was 
the coming of Jesus into the lives, 
hearts, and actions of those who 

accepted him as their Savior.  The third 
was the future coming when Jesus will 
return to the earth as a king. 

The Advent candles took on special 
meanings in many churches.  One 
candle was lit during each Sunday of 
the celebration.  Usually the first candle 
represented the prophets who 
predicted the coming of Jesus.  The 
second candle represented the Bible 
and its message.  The third candle came 
to stand for Jesus’ mother Mary and 
her acceptance of her mission.  On the 
final Sunday of Advent, a candle was lit 
for John the Baptist, the man who told 
the world that a Savior would be 
coming soon. 

In worship services, Advent is much 

like a movie preview.  Each of its 

forms and symbols marks the time 

leading to the special event that is 

about to take place.  Advent heightens 

the senses and emotions and sets the 

stage for the wonder of Christmas.  

When presented in the proper way, the 

way in which the early church intended, 

Advent also plants the spiritual seeds 

that grow into an understanding of the 

reason for this special season.  

Christmas is still Christmas without 

Advent, but the festive four-week 

countdown puts the holiday into the 

proper perspective. 

Collins, Ace. Stories Behind the 

Great Traditions of Christmas. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 

Print. 

As we light our 

Advent candle,  

Light of the world, 

Shine on us. 

Advent  - Adapted from the book, Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas 



 

peggy’s ponderings 
         Pssst!  Have You Heard the News?  Mary is Pregnant! 

 
Pssst! Have you heard the news?  Mary is pregnant!  So went the gossip among the town wags at the well some two 

thousand years ago.  And it all began when these words were whispered by a young girl named Mary. 

 

        “Lord, let it be unto me according to Your word.” 

 

These well-known words from Luke 1:38 struck a chord in my heart as I was reading Mary’s response to the angel’s 

message from God.  These questions began to tumble into my mind: 

 

What if, instead of listening to others tell of the impending pitfalls, failures, and disasters suffered by them when  

encountering my present personal circumstance, I listened to the voice of Holy Spirit breathing the promises of God’s 

word into my heart and proclaimed faith-filled words like Mary? 

 

         “Lord, let it be unto me according to Your word.” 

 

What if my responses to terrorist news broadcasts, negative doctors’ reports, and joblessness were governed, not by 

the natural knee-jerk emotions of my soul and flesh, but by the super-natural power of Holy Spirit-filled words  

spoken by Mary?   

 

         “Lord, let it be unto me according to Your word.” 

 

What if I allowed God’s presence to overshadow me so completely that my trust in Him would fill me to overflowing 

with expectation in the faithfulness of His promises, and my first response to any difficult circumstance in my life 

would echo the words of Mary? 

 

         “Lord, let it be unto me according to Your word.” 

 

What if, during this holy season, I, like Mary, could walk ‘pregnant’ with the expectation of God’s word being  

manifested in my life daily?  What if, at every turn, I trusted His love for me enough to breathe the words spoken so 

long ago by Mary? 

 

          “Lord, let it be unto me according to Your word.” 

 

Hope began to rise in my heart. I bowed my head and prayed, “Oh Father, I want to be ‘expecting’ this holy season... 

             

          “Lord, let it be unto me according to Your word.” 

 

Suddenly, I heard whispering in heaven, “Pssst!  Have you heard the news?  Peggy is ‘pregnant’! 

 

                         May this blessed Christmas season find you all…‘expecting’! 

 
                                                                                         Blessings and Love, Peggy 

            



 

I would like to tell you about one of the many good 
books in the CT library that is available for you to read.  
This book is written by Anne Graham Lotz (the same 
author of the Magnificent Obsession study that CT 
offered recently).  Her book is entitled Why? Trusting 
God When You Don’t Understand.  It is based on John 11 
featuring Lazarus, Mary & Martha.  You know the story?  
Well, there is much interesting insight given of Martha’s 
needed participation before God can be glorified. 

You’ll find this book on the “General Interest” shelf of 
the library.  It is a small, easy-to-read book and full of 
helpful information for our everyday encounters of 
bumps, curves, and smooth going.  

Oh, you’ll find out more about why Jesus wept.  Jesus 
does understand our feelings.  He is enough to meet all 
of our needs.  I hope you will check out this book or find 
another book that you may enjoy. 

Also, in the CT library are some Christmas books.  They 
are:  The Christmas Box Miracle and Joy To The World.  
For the kids, we have:  Mary - Jesus’ Mother and The 
Newborn King. 

Come to the library! 

Nancy  

During the month of November the children continued to 
learn about the Holy Spirit, the Fruit of the Spirit and of 
course Thankfulness.  Special thanks to Peggy Hanna for 
sharing memorable lessons with the children.  In December 
our focus will be on the birth of our Savior and learning 
some music for the Christmas program December 20th.  In 
the New year we are going to learn more about the 
wonders of Jesus as he walked here on earth. 

We have a great group of teachers that continue to go 
above and beyond in serving the children.  I am enjoying 
learning each teacher’s gifting for this ministry.  If you think 
you would like to help the children by bringing a healthy 
snack, putting together a craft, teaching a special song or 
maybe even sharing your passion for scripture, we would 
love for you to join our team.  You can be a part of this 
ministry without staying in Sunday school each week. 
Please contact Sarah Heath at saraheath61@gmail.com  
or 812-607-0611 if you want to share in this experience. 

Also a special thanks to Pastor Lance and his crew for 
opening a doorway between the Sunday school 
classrooms.  This will make for easier transition between 
activities and allow more flexibility for playing games and 
active time with the children.  

Blessings, 

Sarah for the Children's ministry 

CALVARY TEMPLE 
LIBRARY 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.          Isaiah 9:6 

Scripture Memory 
Since Kyle Tharp is busy with his end of the year tests and papers, I 
am giving him a break and choosing our scripture memory verse.  
This beloved verse should be an easy one to commit to memory.   

Becky 

mailto:saraheath61@gmail.com
tel:812-607-0611


Note If you have anything you want to share in the newsletter, 
let me know at beckycurtis2116@gmail.com or  

812-870-0254. 

CALVARY TEMPLE CHURCH -  
Terre Haute 

Happy Anniversary 
Cliff & Sandy Burpo Dec. 3 

Robert & Carmen Burns Dec. 10 

Josh & Shannon Belzile Dec. 20 

Bill & Peggy Hanna  Dec. 22 

Ted & Ronda Hamelmann Dec. 23 

Debbie &  Zimmerman Dec. 24 

Gilbert & Penny Archer Dec. 25 

Jack & Katie Forsythe Dec. 28 

Louwana Hudson   Dec. 2 

Christiana Wittenmyer Dec. 4 

Mic Orman   Dec. 4 

Olivia Burpo   Dec. 6 

Becky Curtis   Dec. 6 

Ted Hamelmann   Dec. 7 

Rachael Lubinski   Dec. 9 

David  Pounds   Dec. 9 

Caleb Achenbach   Dec. 11 

Melinda Kuelker   Dec. 11 

Carmen Burns   Dec. 13 

Ronda Ravellette   Dec. 15 

Sheri Trendelman   Dec. 16 

Ian Osborne   Dec. 17 

Jerry Stevens   Dec. 18 

Jay  Heath   Dec. 19 

Kayleigh Brown   Dec. 21 

Cliff Burpo   Dec. 21 

Katie Forsythe   Dec. 24 

Nash Devereaux   Dec. 25 

Joanne Gallant   Dec. 26 

Erica Owens   Dec. 26 

Jill Hannah   Dec. 26 

Jordan Gallant   Dec. 27 

Rick Tilford   Dec. 29 

Beth Andrews   Dec. 31 

Merry Christmas to our Calvary Temple Church Family from the 
Covered With Prayer Ministry Singles Group. 

There has been a small change in our meeting time, we now meet on 
the Fourth Friday of each month at 5:00pm instead of 6:00. However, 
due to weather and other activities in the church, our meetings may 
be changed or canceled, so please check with Frank or Tish about 
scheduling.  We will not have our regular December meeting.  Instead, 
we will be joining the Pentecost Plus for a carry-in lunch on Friday, 
December 11th at 11:30am, in the church Fellowship Hall.  

Your Brother In Christ,   

Frank 

11th 

12th 

  5th 

13th 

20th 

24th 

Women’s Ministry Christmas Caper    10:00 a.m. 

Pentecost Plus carry-in lunch       11:30 a.m. 

Covenant Cooperative Dinner    4:00 p.m. 

Christmas Cantata during both services 

Children’s Christmas Program—2nd Service 

Christmas Eve Service               6:30 p.m. 


