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I don’t know about you, but I find it hard to be joyful this time of year. The days are short, the weather is cold,
and a mild depression settles over me like the winter snow. In an effort to get myself out of this funk, I looked
for some joyful scriptures. You can choose some to memorize or (after you’ve read Peggy’s article) cut them
out and use them as reminders that “the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
~ Becky

Rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this
is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Rejoice in the Lord
always. I will say it
again: Rejoice!
Philippians 4:4

Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.
Romans 12:12

Until now you have not
asked for anything in my
name. Ask and you will
receive, and your joy will
be complete.
John 16:24

A person finds joy in
giving an apt reply—
and how good is
a timely word!
Proverbs 15:23

You make known to me the
path of life; you will fill me
with joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at
your right hand.
Psalm 16:11

Therefore I will offer
sacrifices of joy in His
tabernacle; I will sing,
yes, I will sing praises to
the Lord.
Psalm 27:6

Clap your hands, all
you nations; shout to
God with cries of joy.
Psalm 47:1

My lips will shout for
joy when I sing praise
to you— I whom you
have delivered.
Psalm 71:23

For you make me glad by
your deeds, Lord; I sing for
joy at what your hands have
done. How great are your
works, Lord, how profound
your thoughts!
Psalm 92:4-5

The Lord has done
great things for us, and
we are filled with joy.
Psalm 126:3

But let all who take refuge
in You be glad, Let them
ever sing for joy; and may
You shelter them, that
those who love Your name
may exult in You.
Psalm 5:11

The LORD your God is in
your midst, a victorious
warrior. He will exult over
you with joy . . . He will
rejoice over you with
shouts of joy.
Zephaniah 3:17

Now may the God of
hope fill you with
all joy and peace in
believing, so that you will
abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

A joyful heart is good
medicine, But a
broken spirit dries up
the bones.
Proverbs 17:22

peggy’s ponderings
The Ten Cent Sermon
As I was ending my morning walk with a five-minute, cool-down stroll, I noticed a dime on the sidewalk. It wasn’t mine, plus it
was covered in dirt, so I decided to leave it for someone else to claim. After all, it was only a dime, hardly worth the energy to
stoop down and pick up.
Several steps later I was brought to attention by the gentle nudging of the Holy Spirit. “If that had been a quarter or a dollar,
would you have picked it up?” He asked. I slowed down so I could listen ‘harder.’ (I’m learning to recognize His nudges.)
“Well, probably,” I answered.
“Ah, so you would have taken the time and energy to bend over and pick up a quarter because it’s worth more. Is that correct?”
“I guess you could say that,” I admitted. (I wondered where He was going with this. I could almost see Him smiling) “I don’t
think this is going to be a lesson about money, is it?” I asked hesitantly.
“No, it’s not going to be about money. It’s going to be about WORTH.
I didn’t answer, and He continued. “God happens to think dimes are important. He even thinks pennies are important. Do you
think pennies are important?”
“No, not always,” I confessed. “I suppose I should; but, to be honest...(I’ve learned it’s a good idea to be honest when I’m
talking to the Holy Spirit)...I don’t.”
“So then, if you lost a penny or a dime, you wouldn’t search as diligently for them as the woman in the Bible searched for her
lost gold coin, is that right?”
Suddenly, a God-moment exploded in my soul! How many times had I passed by someone I deemed unworthy of the time and
energy it would take to stoop down and lift them up?
I bowed my head in shame. “Oh Lord, forgive me for all the many times I’ve judged someone’s worth by the world’s standard of
measurement; for all the times I’ve felt it would take too much energy or time to stoop and lift up someone I have considered to
be one of the ‘dimes’ of life.”
I quickly turned to retrace my steps keeping my eyes on the path...but no dime. “This is impossible,” I muttered. “I know I saw a
dime.” Had I missed my opportunity to pick up that dime?
“Oh, Lord, how many opportunities have I lost because of my world’s-eye view of worth? How many times, in my pride, have I
marched blindly by what I considered a lowly ‘dime’?”
His next words pierced my heart: He who has done it to the least of these has done it to Me.
Suddenly, there at my feet, was the dime. “Oh, thank You, Father,” I cried as I looked at the now precious dime. “Please, Lord,
help me to not pass by any more ‘dimes’ because I consider them not worth my time and energy.”
Then I heard His gentle voice: My Child, you were blind, but now do you see

that what’s done for the least is done for Me?
“Yes, Father, I was blind, but now I do see. You’re right. All are precious in Your eyes. People aren’t just a ‘dime a dozen.’”
As I stooped to pick up the dime, God laughed.
Blessings, Peggy

Addiction = No Fun
By Sharon Smithhart

The dictionary definition of addiction is: The state of being enslaved to a habit or practice to the extent that its
cessation causes severe trauma.
I would like to share with you my addiction. I didn’t even acknowledge I had an addiction until I lost my
husband Ralph, in January 2014.
My addiction was control; I say was because God is working with me daily as I die to self (For you died, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3) allowing Him to control my every thought, word, and action.

How could I have possibly thought I could control anything?
The God who created the universe with His Son by His side; the same God who knows all, sees all, and loved us
so much He gave His only Son to die for us; the same God who NEVER changes, the same yesterday, today, and
forever; the same God who provides for our every need before we even know we need it; the One true God
who wants us to call Him Father, Daddy, is the One in charge! I can do NOTHING apart from Him! When I try, I
only make messes.
These past two years (2014 and 2015) God has been working in my life, out of necessity (I thought my brain
would explode), healing me, molding me, and making me into His new creation. I never want to go back to the
old me! With my eyes on Jesus the author and finisher of my faith, Praise God, I don’t have to!
My new symbol: palms open, holding onto nothing, except Christ.
My new slogan: “God’s got it” — He does, not me!
Here are a few things that Christ has taught me these last two years. They brought me through. Perhaps they
can help bring you through too.
1. Don’t take it personally—if you are dead, you can’t “take” anything. For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3
2. Thank Him for everything! Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ , Ephesians 5:20
3. God doesn’t waste. Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6
4. Trust and obey for there is no other way to be happy in Jesus (yes, you can be miserable, but He will
never give up on you). So are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.
Isaiah 55:9b
Lord, I am looking forward to 2016. It is sure to be an exciting one. I give You every bit and piece of it because I
know You do not waste anything. Help me to thank You. Everything to Your glory! In Matthew 7:7 Jesus said:
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find”. Lord may I NEVER stop seeking You.
Thank you Father, Lover of our souls. Amen
God bless and keep you now and in the New Year,
Sharon Smithhart
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Note

If you have anything you want to share in the newsletter,
let me know at beckycurtis2116@gmail.com or
812-870-0254.
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