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Jesus had a lot to say about 
love, and His final night with 
his followers was no excep-
tion. During the course of 
the evening (John 13 
through chapter 17) Jesus 
uses the L-word no less 
than thirty times in eighteen 
different verses. Love meant 
a lot to Jesus—that this was 
His central message to his 
disciples. Zeroing in on this 
brief excerpt from the even-
ing, though, I believe Jesus 
reveals for us how to obtain 
a love worth giving. It all 
begins when we receive his 
love for us! 
 
• RECEIVE HIS LOVE 
Jesus knew that the time for 
Him to leave this world had 
come. He knew that the 
time He had left with His 
disciples was short. And He 
wanted to spend that time 
showing them the full extent 
of His love. “I have loved 
you even as the Father has 
loved me. Live within my 
love” (vs. 9 TLB). “I love 

you,” He told them!   

 

He loves you too. 
 

Receiving the love of Jesus 
and living in His love every 

day is the first and most 
essential step in having a 

love worth giving.   

In other words, as we draw 
closer to Christ and stay 
connected to him, He fun-
nels His love into our hearts.  
Only then will we have a 
love worth giving because 
His love is the only per-
fect,pure love this world has 
to offer. His love is charac-
terized by sacrifice: “There 
is no greater love than to lay 
down one’s life for one’s 
friends” Jesus said (vs. 13 
NLT). And that’s just what 

He did.  

Receive His love—accept 
the wonderful, undeniable 
truth that Jesus loves you 
and  draw close to Him— 
allowing Him to pour His 
love into your heart. That’s 
the first step in obtaining a 
love worth giving. The sec-
ond step is to reciprocate 

His love. 

 
• RECIPROCATE HIS 
LOVE 
Jesus said that the first and 
greatest command is this: 
“Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your 
soul, all your mind, and all 

your strength” (Mark 12:30 
NCV). Our love for God 
must be the driving force of 
our lives. If everything we 
do isn’t spurred by our deep 
love for God, then nothing 
we do really matters. Our 
love for Him needs to be all-

consuming. 

Now, as we continue to re-
ceive and reciprocate God’s 
love, there is a third ingredi-
ent that completes the reci-
pe—recycling his love. 
 
• RECYCLE HIS LOVE 
Once we’ve received the 
love of Jesus into our lives 
and reciprocate His love, 
then we’re ready to recycle 
that love—to share that love 
with the rest of the world. 
Jesus was very specific, 
though, about how we 
should love people. He said, 
“My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved 

you” (John 15:12 NIV).    

 

We are to love as 
He loved. 
 

 

 
Excerpt from Valentine's Day: A Love 
Worth Giving by Scott Bayles 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/valentines-day-a-love-worth-giving-scott-bayles-sermon-on-gods-love-144082.asp
http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/valentines-day-a-love-worth-giving-scott-bayles-sermon-on-gods-love-144082.asp
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Walk Bold and Brave…Fall Forward                                                       February 2015 
 

Yesterday I bumped into these words from Ann VosKamp:  Walk bold and brave.  They grabbed me and held 
on. I knew, in my heart that this was my word for the new year.  This is what God wants me to concentrate on 
and walk out in my life.  And I so want to do it!  When trouble comes, I want to be found courageous and full 
of faith.  But how do I go about the practicality of walking out this desire of my heart? 

I had spent all of last year pondering and trying to flesh out Elizabeth Elliot’s words:  Wherever you are... be 
all there.  Most days I had failed…big time.  But there were other days I was happily surprised to find I was 
slowing down, being still,  seeing,  and hearing God.  I was actually living in the now.  I was being all there.  I 
didn’t do it nearly as often as I wanted to, but I did do it more than I had before I started practicing giving my 
full attention to whatever I was experiencing and giving thanks to the Lord during those “wherever I was” mo-
ments. 

So as I began to ponder the new year, I wondered how I could, in actuality, walk bold and brave when I know 
that deep down inside, I am a “scaredy cat,” a “Chicken Little,” a “Much Afraid” (as in the book, Hind’s Feet on 
High Places.)  I am not at all bold and brave in the natural.  Then I heard the Holy Spirit say, “But you’re not 
all natural!  Part of you is SUPERnatural!  Your Spirit is bold and brave!” 

With this thought stampeding through my brain, I determined it was time for my soul to seriously begin to 
learn and operate in this truth.  Then, together with my Spirit, perhaps we could bring my flesh in line, and I 
would then become a living, breathing example of walking bold and brave.  Ah, good plan, but where do I 
begin? 

First of all, to walk bold means I would have to walk in truth.  I would have to see who I really am on the in-
side, acknowledge it, and be bold enough to willingly walk through my days being honest and real.  No more 
being who I think I should be depending on wherever I am or whoever I am with.  Being the real me regard-
less of the ‘wherevers’ and the ‘whoevers’.  Walking in truth.  Gulp!  That, for me, would be walking bold, 
since I am a recovering people pleaser. 

Secondly, to walk brave means I would have to put all of my trust in the Lord.  All of it.  No more listening to 
my natural wisdom.  No more heeding the voices in the world telling me what they perceive to be the correct 
way to “flesh out” my bravery.  No more leaning on my own strength, doing my own thing, until I realize it isn’t 
working, and then turning to God. 

To walk brave would mean listening constantly to God’s voice and believing He can be trusted.  Trusted when 
my world is falling apart, whether in one big explosion or quietly eroding one tiny piece at a time.  Trusted 
when there seems to be no way out.  Trusted when no one sees my lonely, weary heart.  Trusted when there 
seems to be no glimmer of hope in the darkness I find surrounding me.  Trusted when I am not feeling bold or 
brave.  Trusted when I feel as if I cannot even move, never mind walk.  How can I trust and walk brave when I 
can’t even move?  When I’m standing in the HARD? 

Ann writes this, “When something is falling apart, FALL FORWARD into whatever comes next.”  But what if 
what is coming next looks even harder than where I am right now? How do I fall forward into that? Her next 
words grip me, “Fear is always the first step forward of faith.” 

Then God brought it all home. “Haven’t I commanded you to be strong and courageous?  Would I tell you to 
do something you couldn’t do?  Don’t be afraid or dismayed.   I am your Lord, and I will always be in your 
‘wherevers.’  Trust Me.  Take that first fear-filled step. Fall forward…into My arms.  You will discover you have 
taken the first step toward walking bold and brave.”  (Joshua 1:9; Deuteronomy 33:27.) 

 
As the hands of the clock bring in a new year, Remember, My child, there is nothing to fear. 
Walk bold and brave through trouble and tear. Trust Me. Fall forward. I will always be here. 

 

                                                                                            Blessings, Peggy 

peggy’s ponderings 



Page 3                                                                                                                                                         Volume 23, Issue 2 

 

Covered With Prayer Ministry  
 

March will be the fourth anniversary for the singles group. We have changed a 

few things through the years, but we still enjoy our fellowship together. If you are 

interested in being a part of our group ask Frank or Tish for the next meeting 

date.  

 

If anyone knows of an adult or child who is hospitalized or home bound that could 

use a Covered With Prayer blanket, please let us know. We also have blankets 

for newborn babies.  

 

Thanks for all your support. 

 Your Brother In Christ,  

Frank 

  Two friends... 
 
Once two friends argued, and one of them slapped another. This man felt 
a pain, but telling nothing and wrote on the sand: “Today my best friend 
slapped me”. 

They continued walking and found an oasis, in which wellspring decided to 
swim. The one who was slapped, started to sink, but his friend saved him.  
When he regained consciousness, wrote on the stone: "Today my best 
friend saved my life." 

Another friend, who slapped and saved his friend’s life, asked him: 
- When I hurt you, you wrote on the sand and now you are writing on the 
stone. Why? 

His friend said: 
- When someone hurts us, we should write it on the sand, so that the 
wind could erase it. But when someone does something good for us, we 
must engrave it on the stone, so that the wind could not erase it. 
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Questions about love and marriage were posed to kids ages 5 to 10.   Their answers below are enlightening:    
 

WHAT DO MOST PEOPLE DO ON A DATE?? 

"On the first date, they just tell each other lies, and that usually gets them interested enough to go for a second date." 

(Mike, 10)    

WHEN IS IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE??    

"You should never kiss a girl unless you have enough bucks to buy her a big ring and her own VCR, 'cause she'll want to 

have videos of the wedding."   (Jim, 10)    

CONCERNING WHY LOVE HAPPENS BETWEEN TWO PARTICULAR PEOPLE    

"No one is sure why it happens, but I heard it has something to do with how you smell. That's why perfume and deodorant 

are so popular."  (Jan, 9)   

 "I think you're supposed to get shot with an arrow or something, but the rest of it isn't supposed to be so painful." (Harlen, 

8)    

ON THE ROLE OF GOOD LOOKS IN LOVE    

"It isn't always just how you look. Look at me. I'm handsome like anything and I haven't got anybody to marry me yet." 

(Gary, 7)   

 CONFIDENTIAL OPINIONS ABOUT LOVE    

"Love will find you, even if you are trying to hide from it. I have been trying to hide from it since I was five, but the girls 

keep finding me." (Bobby, 8)    

 

SOME SUREFIRE WAYS TO MAKE A PERSON FALL IN LOVE WITH YOU    

"Tell them that you own a whole bunch of candy stores." (Del, 6)    

"Don't do things like have smelly, green sneakers. You might get attention, but attention ain't the same thing as love." 

(Alonzo, 9)    

 

HOW CAN YOU TELL IF TWO ADULTS EATING DINNER AT A RESTAURANT ARE IN  LOVE?    

"Lovers will just be staring at each other and their food will get cold.  Other people care more about the food." (Brad, 8)    

"It's love if they order one of those desserts that are on fire. They like to order those because it's just like how their hearts 

are on fire."   (Christine, 9)   

 HOW A PERSON LEARNS TO KISS    

"It might help to watch soap operas all day." (Carin, 9)    

 

WHEN IS IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE?    

"It's never okay to kiss a boy. They always slobber all over you...That's why I stopped doing it." (Jean, 10)    

 

HOW TO MAKE LOVE ENDURE    

"Don't forget your wife's name...That will mess up the love." (Roger, 8)    

"Be a good kisser. It might make your wife forget that you never take out the trash." (Randy, 8)  
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Rebecca- age 8: "When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails any-

more. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That's love." 
  

Billy - age 4: "When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know that 

your name is safe in their mouth." 
  

Karl - age 5: "Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out 

and smell each other." 
  

Terri - age 4: "Love is what makes you smile when you're tired." 
  

Danny - age 7: "Love is when my mummy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it 

to him, to make sure the taste is OK." 
  
Emily - age 8: "'Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get tired of kissing, you still want to 

be together and you talk more. My Mummy and Daddy are like that. They look gross when they kiss." 
 

Nikka - age 6: "If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate." 
  

Noelle - age 7: "'Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it every day." 
  

Tommy - age 6: "Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they 

know each other so well." 
  

Cindy - age 8: "During my piano recital, I was on a stage and I was scared. I looked at all the people 

watching me and saw my daddy waving and smiling.  He was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared 

anymore." 
  

Clare - age 6: "My mummy loves me more than anybody.  You don't see anyone else kissing me to sleep 

at night." 
  

Elaine-age 5: "Love is when Mummy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken." 
  

Elaine-age 5: "Love is when Mummy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than 

Robert Redford." 
  

Mary Ann - age 4: "'Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day." 
  

Lauren - age 4: "'I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and has to go 

out and buy new ones." 
  

Karen - age 7: "When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of 

you." 
  

Mark - age 6: "Love is when Mummy sees Daddy on the toilet and she doesn't think it's gross." 
  

Jessica - age 8: "'You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you should 

say it a lot. People forget." 
 

And the final one -- Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked to 

judge. The purpose of the contest was to find the most caring child.  
 

The winner was a four year old child whose next door neighbor was an elderly gentleman who had re-

cently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman's yard, climbed 

onto his lap, and just sat there. When his Mother asked what he had said to the neighbor, the little boy 

said, "Nothing, I just helped him cry" 

Love, as perceived by some children 4 to 8 years-of-age 
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Just Sharin’… 
Thanks 

Thank you to our  

bus drivers, 

 Jerry Nelson 

Lance Byrd  
 

for the ministry they 

provide 

              ∽Anonymous 

Many thanks to  

Breanna Sporer  
for “coming on board” 

as the newest member  
of our Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School Teacher Team! 

Special thanks  
to our greeters,  

 

Cliff Burpo 
Chris Wittenmyer 

Frank Wey 
 

for all you do to welcome 
us to each service at  

Calvary Temple! 

Save the date 

If there are any events 
that are coming up in 
the near future, we 
will be glad to post 
this information for 

you. 

Needed... 

If you have a need for 

items or services, 

please let us know.   

We will share that    

information here for 

you! 

Children's Ministry 

We are still in need 

of helpers for the 

Children’s Ministry.  

If you are interested, 

please see  

Miriam Lubinski 

FYI 

We would love to hear from 
you… If you have anything you 
want to share with the Calvary 

Temple congregation, please fill 
out the 'Just Sharin' info sheets 

on the table in the foyer  

Congratulations 

If you know of anyone that      
deserves a ’pat on the back’, 

please submit the info to       
Miriam Lubinski. 

We all know of someone that 
has accomplished great and 

mighty things, so let’s 
acknowledge them here!   

Encouragement 

Do you know of anyone in our          

congregation who would be touched  

and blessed by a kind word of           

encouragement from you?   

If you would like to touch the heart of 

someone here at CT, please drop a note 

to Miriam Lubinski and she will include 

it in the next edition. 
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February Flower 

February   

Susanne Wagner February 1 

Jake Daugherty February 2 

Ken Parsley February 8 

Alaina Keegan February 16 

Karen Mullenix February 19 

Rachael Pounds February 19 

Ronda Hamelmann February 25 

Caleb Andrews February 26 

Shannon Belzile February 26 

Dena Tilford February 27 

Brad & Barbara Cook February 2 

Pastor Kyle & Beth Andrews February 14 

Jerry & Carol Stevens February 14 

Lynwood & June Andrews February 27 


